
MODIFIED MEETING PROCEDURES FOR AUGUST 5, 2020: 

As per Executive Order N-29-20 from Governor Newsom, the Orange County Board of 

Education meetings will move to a virtual/teleconferencing environment using Zoom. The 

purpose of the Governor’s executive order is to control the spread of Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

and to reduce and minimize the risk of infection by “limiting attendance at public assemblies, 

conferences, or other mass events.” The Governor’s executive order on March 12, 2020, already 

waived the requirement for a majority of board members to physically participate in a public 

board meeting at the same location. 

The intent is not to limit public participation, but rather to protect public health by following the 

Governor’s Stay at Home executive order and the Orange County’s Safer at Home order.  

Members of the public will be permitted to attend this meeting in person, but due to social 

distancing there is limited seating. Once the meeting room is at capacity, no one will be 

admitted. 

Pursuant to the California Department of Public Health, the Orange County Public Health 

Officer Order of July 14, 2020, and the City of Costa Mesa’s Regulation No. 3 issued pursuant to 

Proclamation No. 2020-01, wearing a face covering is required when inside of, or in line to enter, 

any indoor public space.  For the safety of staff, students, and the public, all members of the 

public attending the meeting in person must wear a face covering.  In Costa Mesa, failure to wear 

a face covering in public may result in a fine.   

Individuals with disabilities in need of copies of the agenda and/or the agenda packet, in need of 

reasonable modification or accommodations consistent with the Americans with Disability Act, 

or that may be exempt from wearing a face covering pursuant to the California Department of 

Public Health’s guidelines, should, prior to the meeting, request assistance by contacting Darou 

Sisavath, Board Clerk at (714) 966-4012.  Complaints regarding requests for reasonable 

modifications or accommodations will be swiftly addressed.   

Instructions for observing the meeting and making public comments via virtual/ teleconference 

To observe the board meeting use the following information:   

• At the start time for the meeting, click on this link https://ocde.zoom.us/j/88657023616 or 

• Go to www.Zoom.us  and enter the Meeting ID: 88657023616 or 

• Connect via phone (audio only) 1 (669) 900-6833 and enter the Meeting ID: 

88657023616#. 

If you wish to make a public comment at the August 5, 2020 meeting, please follow these 

instructions: 

1. Submit a speaker card attached with your public comments to ocbe@ocde.us. Only 

comments received by 4 p.m., August 4, 2020 will be read during the meeting by a staff 

member. Comments received after 4:00 p.m. but prior to discussion of an item on the 

agenda will be added to the official transcript but not read into the record. The time limit 

for public comments outlined in board policy still applies. Public Comments will be read 

in the order received.    

https://ocde.zoom.us/j/88657023616
http://www.zoom.us/
mailto:ocbe@ocde.us


2. Speakers will fill in their name and select if they wish to address the board regarding a 

specific agenda item or during General Public Comments. 

3. Speakers are asked to attend the board meeting virtually through the Zoom invitation link 

at the top of the agenda. 

4. When it is time for Public Comments, their name will be identified and the comment will 

be read into the transcript. 

5. As with all meetings, once discussion begins on an agenda item, anyone who wishes to 

submit a public comment may do so during the meeting, but these will not be read. Public 

comments received during the meeting will be added to the official transcript. 
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ORANGE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Costa Mesa, California  

BOARD POLICY 

 

 

100-12 

Invocations at Board Meetings 

The Orange County Board of Education (“Board”) values believes that receiving authorizing invocations at 

Bboard meetings to be an integral part of our nation’s heritage and the intent of the founding fathers is consistent 

with the board’s values and has long been a part of our nation’s heritage. Prayers and Iinvocations shall be serious, 

solemn, respectful and lend gravity to the occasion. Invocations shall invite Board members to reflect on their 

shared ideals, common ends, and united purpose as they embark on the difficult and necessary task of governance 

the opportunity to provide an invocation at a Board meeting shall be open to all religious denominations, interests 

and organizations and the Board shall maintain and enforce the nondiscrimination policy. that are solemn and 

respectful in tone, that invite board members to reflect upon the shared ideals and common ends of the difficult 

business of governing serve to set a serious tone in which the members of the board may conduct the people’s 

business. The opportunity to provide an invocation at a board meeting shall be open to all religions and the board 

shall maintain a policy of nondiscrimination. 

Invocations shall be directed at the Board and focus on the Board’s service to Orange County’s students. 

Invocations shall not exceed 3 minutes. They Prayers or invocations shall not denigrate nonbelievers, agnostics or 

and/or religious minorities or subgroups. Invocations shall not, proselytize, and/or advance, promote, criticize or 

or disparage any religion or belief., They shall not  promote hate, violence, or any physical or emotional harm 

whatsoever h. The Invocations shall not arm to people, or threaten damnation, or preach conversion or seek to 

indoctrinate. In all other respects, the Bboard will not regulate, prejudge or approve invocation content t.he content 

of the prayers or invocations presented at board meetings. 

The Board is mindful that some individuals either may not want to participate, or feel compelled to be present 

during invocations. To that end, the Board will provide the public with an opportunity to excuse themselves prior 

to an invocation. To every extent possible students will not be present in the Board meeting during invocations. If 

necessary, the Board agenda shall be configured in a manner to separate invocations from matters that may impact 

a student’s educational experience. (I.e. awards/performances). 

Invocation presenters (“presenters”) should be sensitive to issues to be addressed at the Board meeting and the 

particular concerns and/or sensitivities of those in attendance. The Board seeks to allow presenters representative 

of a diverse cross-section of religious and cultural viewpoints to deliver invocations. Neither Board Members, nor 

members of the Orange County Department of Education (“Department”) staff shall deliver invocations. 

Invocations shall not last more than three minutes and it is expected that the invocation focus on Orange County’s 

children with a special emphasis on the children whom the Orange County Board of Education and the Orange 

County Superintendent of Schools serve. Presenters should be sensitive to the issues on the agenda for the 

particular meeting and the emotional concerns of those in attendance. 

Each December, Department employees staff shall solicit presenters for the calendar year. Interested persons may 

contact either the Department or Board Executive Committee to express interest. It presenters shall be randomly 

selected and received confirmation from the Board Executive Committee. Confirmations shall identify of the 
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Orange County Superintendent of Schools will post a notice on the OCDE website to solicit the names of 

volunteers to deliver the invocation for the next calendar year. Persons interested in delivering an invocation must 

send a letter of interest in writing or email to OCDE by the specified date. The names will be chosen at random 

and those accepted will receive written confirmation by email from the Board Clerk. Confirmations will identify 

the date and time for their invocation. If the presenter person who was selected to deliver the invocation is unable 

to attend or is a no show, the chairman of the meeting the Board President  may request a volunteer from the 

audience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reference: Town of Greece v. Galloway, 134 S.Ct. 1811 (2014); March v. Chambers, 463 US 763; American 

Legion v. American Humanist Association 588 US  ____(2019) Rubin v. City of Lancaster, 710 F.3d 

1087 (9th Cir. 2013). 

Adopted: 10/01/2014 
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