RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION
ORANGE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

Healthy Communities Resolution

WHEREAS, The paramount concern of policymakers at all levels is the health and well-being of
our constituents, never more so than during what has been called a once-in-a-century pandemic;

and

WHEREAS, Decisions affecting the health and well-being of our constituents must be based on
empirical evidence without regard to politics or the influence of special interest groups; and

WHEREAS, California has struggled as'much as anystate during the COVID-19 pandemic, with
the third highest unemployment rate in the country; the largest backlog of unpaid jobless claims,
and the fifth worst excess death rate west of the Mlss1351pp1 and

WHEREAS California’s Blueprmt for a Safer Economy provides a, one size-fits-all approach to
reopemng communities'that falls to allow the ﬂex1b1hty to, respond in a data driven way to what
is occurring in our county, and o . g

WHEREAS, The Blueprmr Eargely 1mpacts the- operatlon of busmesses a.nd schools without any
showing that those env1ronments are respons1b1e for COVID 19 cases observed in our county;

and

WHEREAS, Our county has seen increases in‘drug abuse, _delayed medical care, depression
among our youth, and the overall need for mental health services; and

WHEREAS, Our county is extremely concetned about the impacts to our children of any further
delays to in-person education; now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Orange County Board of Education, that these facts demonstrate a need for
collective and unified action from our county and surrounding communities; and it be further

Resolved, that Orange County Board of Education approve this Resolution with a commitment to
the following principles:

1. That our county is best served by an ability to respond locally to the COVID-19 virus in
accordance with our local data and circumstances, as specified, for instance, in the
attestation filed with the California Department of Public Health.

2. That our county is geographically diverse and ill-suited for the county-wide restrictions
imposed by the Blueprint, and the State should enable our COVID-19 response to be
tailored to geographically separate areas, such as different zip codes, as circumstances
and case levels warrant.

3. That school districts in our jurisdiction are urged to safely open all schools as soon as
possible and provide in-person instruction to the greatest extent possible without further

delay.
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AYES: 5 (Barke, Williams, Sparks, Gomez, Shaw)

NOES: 0
ABSENT: 0
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF ORANGE

I, Ken L. Williams, D.O., President to the Board of Education of Orange County, California
hereby certify that the foregomg Resolu’aon was duly and regularly adopted by the said Board at
a regular meeting thereof held on the 3" day of February 2021.

| IN WITNESS THEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 3™ day of February 2021.
WMol [La}m 98
Mari Barke, Vice President : ' | - Ken L. Williams, D.O., Pres1dent
Orange County Board of Education g ] _Orange County Board of Education
|
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