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Lomas Laguna HOA

• 185 single family homes built from 
1989-1992. 

• Located at the border of Laguna 
Hills and Aliso Viejo, but uniquely 
having a 92656 (Aliso Viejo) zip 
code.

• Our HOA’s managed trail leads 
directly into Aliso Viejo Middle 
School

• Mix of residents with a split of 
original owners and newer 
residents. 

• Residents mostly work in Irvine and 
points further north (even LA 
County)



Criteria 1: Reorganized districts will meet the adequate enrollment condition
• The projected enrollment change at both school districts and impacted schools will be 

statistically negligible given historical enrollment changes:

Year ADA
YoY 

Change
Year ADA YoY Change

2019-20 46,501 N/A 2019-20 26,304 N/A
2020-21 43,719 -6.0% 2020-21 24,954 -5.1%
2021-22 42,753 -2.2% 2021-22 24,390 -2.3%
2022-23 41,855 -2.1% 2022-23 23,711 -2.8%
2023-24 40,835 -2.4% 2023-24 23,199 -2.2%

Cumulative -12.2% Cumulative -11.8%

Capistrano Unified
*Using Non-Charter School 

Numbers Saddleback Valley Unified
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Year CDE
YoY 

Change
Year CDE YoY Change

2019-20 3,036    N/A 2019-20 1,500   N/A
2020-21 2,895    -4.6% 2020-21 1,462   -2.5%
2021-22 2,773    -4.2% 2021-22 1,437   -1.7%
2022-23 2,774    0.0% 2022-23 1,434   -0.2%
2023-24 2,608    -6.0% 2023-24 1,401   -2.3%

Cumulative -14.1% Cumulative -6.6%

Year
CDE

YoY 
Change Year

CDE YoY Change

2019-20 1,098    N/A 2019-20 869      N/A
2020-21 1,030    -6.2% 2020-21 801      -7.8%
2021-22 926       -10.1% 2021-22 734      -8.4%
2022-23 916       -1.1% 2022-23 706      -3.8%
2023-24 891       -2.7% 2023-24 707      0.1%

Cumulative -18.9% Cumulative -18.6%

Year
CDE

YoY 
Change

2019-20 957       N/A
2020-21 857       -10.4%
2021-22 783       -8.6%
2022-23 819       4.6%
2023-24 799       -2.4%

Cumulative -16.5%

Year
CDE

YoY 
Change Year

CDE YoY Change

2019-20 452       N/A 2019-20 323      N/A
2020-21 399       -11.7% 2020-21 232      -28.2%
2021-22 448       12.3% 2021-22 299      28.9%
2022-23 423       -5.6% 2022-23 295      -1.3%
2023-24 410       -3.1% 2023-24 278      -5.8%

Cumulative -9.3% Cumulative -13.9%
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Don Juan Avila Middle

Wood Canyon Elementary Linda Vista Elementary

Aliso Niguel High Laguna Hills High
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Source: California Dept of Education: https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/

Uniform in 
population changes 
in both districts 
even at school level

Transfer of 
Territory will allow 
adequate enrollment 
at middle school and 
high school in 
SVUSD
~29 total change in 
students 

Transfer of Territory will 
result in 7 less students 
at Linda Vista per 
SVUSD



Criteria 1: Reorganized districts will meet the adequate enrollment condition
• The projected enrollment change at both school districts and impacted schools will be 

statistically negligible given historical enrollment changes:

Year
CDE

YoY 
Change Year

CDE YoY Change

2019-20 452       N/A 2019-20 323      N/A
2020-21 399       -11.7% 2020-21 232      -28.2%
2021-22 448       12.3% 2021-22 299      28.9%
2022-23 423       -5.6% 2022-23 295      -1.3%
2023-24 410       -3.1% 2023-24 278      -5.8%

Cumulative -9.3% Cumulative -13.9%
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Wood Canyon Elementary Linda Vista Elementary

Source: California Dept of Education: https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/

1. Per CDE Data, Linda 
Vista had significantly 
lower enrollment in years 
past than currently

2. A reduction of 7 students is not meaningful in context to average annual enrollment decline of 13.6 students in the 
last 6 years at Linda Vista Elementary. In fact, at the district level, SVUSD Elementary Schools have seen an average 
student enrollment decline of 15.2 students annually as well. See attached documentation of SVUSD Elementary 
Schools Enrollment.

3. Looking at SVUSD Student Enrollment at Elementary Schools, San Joaquin Elementary with latest enrollment of 229 
students suggests Linda Vista is at least 49 students shy of a risk of closure. 

4. Cordillera Elementary in SVUSD closed after the 2020-21 academic year with a student population of 229 students. 
Again, much lower than Linda Vista’s current student enrollment (even after this Transfer of Territory)

5. Taking a look at CUSD, there’s also Elementary Schools operating with student enrollment much lower than Linda 
Vista currently (such as Marblehead Elementary with 218 students)



Criteria 2: The School Districts are each organized on the basis of substantial 
community identity (Unification with Aliso Viejo Community)

• Using guidance from the CDE Handbook, Lomas Laguna 
Homeowners Association has several key 
characteristics that align closer with the Capistrano 
District (Aliso Viejo Community) nearby:

1) Parks and Recreation: The closest public park 
within walking distance is the Aliso Viejo Community 
Park / Aliso Viejo Middle School /  Aliso Viejo Ranch 
area. The next closest park is either Sheep Hills Park 
or Mandeville Park located in Laguna Hills, however 
Sheep Hills is managed by the Aliso Viejo Community 
Association 

2) Social Centers & Shopping Patterns: Residents in 
our neighborhood all shop at the nearby Ralphs, 
Target, Trader Joes, etc. all in Aliso Viejo city limits. 
Residents in the rest of Laguna Hills tend to go to the 
stores located closer near the 5 Freeway or in nearby 
Mission Viejo. Our closest full-service library is in Aliso 
Viejo as well.

3) Zip Code: Lomas Laguna is 92656 Zip Code (Aliso 
Viejo) whereas almost all of Laguna Hills is 92653. In 
fact, some residents even have Aliso Viejo officially 
printed on their drivers’ licenses.

4) Traffic Patterns: Like Aliso Viejo, our closest freeway 
is the 73-toll road

5) Architecture and Style of Homes: See Next Slide



Criteria 2: The School Districts are each organized on the basis of substantial 
community identity (continued)

• Aerial Imagery from 1988: Aliso Viejo and our neighborhood were built around the same timeframe in the late 
1980s and early 1990s whereas shown below Laguna Hills was built out prior to this time period.

• Compared to homes 
in Laguna Hills, the 
Lomas Laguna HOA is 
more similar to Aliso 
Viejo neighborhoods 
with smaller lot sizes 
and the “South OC 
Cookie Cutter Stucco 
Style” 



Criteria 3: The Transfer of Territory will result in an equitable division of 
property and facilities of the original districts

• This transfer of territory will neither close any existing schools or require building 
new ones. The transfer of a statistically small student population that currently 
attends SVUSD to now attend CUSD from Lomas Laguna will have no impacts 
causing Criteria 3 to fail for either district.

• To our knowledge, there is no planned additional development or Mello Roos
planned for school facilities in this immediate area at this time.

• From our research, transfer of territories with geographic footprints as small as 
these don’t impact long-term debt liabilities at either impacted District. Both 
districts have similar school bonds in place. 



Criteria 4: The Transfer of Territory will not promote racial or ethnic 
discrimination or segregation is substantially met

• In general, this area of South Orange County is 
very demographically similar; both Laguna Hills 
and Aliso Viejo have similar racial demographics 
(below) and even both school districts have 
similar racial demographics (to the right).

2020 US Census.Gov Data: Aliso Viejo Laguna Hills
African American/Black 2.7% 1.0%
American Indian and Alaska Native 0.1% 0.3%
Asian 16.0% 16.7%
Hispanic/Latino 20.0% 19.9%
Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 0.0% 0.1%
White 55.5% 55.6%
Multiracial 11.4% 11.7%

• Using an unbiased measure like x2 test of 
independence to the right, you can see there’s no 
statistical evidence to suggest difference in 
demographics comparing school districts

• As a result of the Transfer of Territory, the 
changes even at the elementary school level is 
visibly negligible

How is this change at the Elementary School Level significant?

1.

1.

2.

2.

3.

3.





Criteria 5: The Transfer of Territory will not result in any substantial increase in 
costs to the state.

• To our knowledge, this transfer of territory will not impact basic aid status of either 
district or result in increased costs to the state.



Criteria 6: The transfer of territory will not significantly disrupt the educational 
programs in the school districts and the school districts affected by the transfer 
of territory will continue sound educational performance

• Transfer of territory will not impact educational programs or sound educational 
performance at either district. Our neighborhood’s student population is spread 
across grade levels would not result in additional or reduced classes or teachers 
needed.



Criteria 7: The transfer of territory will not result in a significant increase in 
school facilities costs is substantially met

• Based on student enrollment numbers across both school districts and the schools 
in our area, student populations have been declining fairly uniformly. It’s expected 
that the relatively small number of students from our neighborhood spread across 
various grade levels won’t do much to reverse or exacerbate existing trends.   



Criteria 8: The transfer of territory is not primarily designed to result in a 
significant increase in property values

• Based on the last 30 days of home 
sales in both Central Laguna Hills 
and the Aliso Viejo (92656) area, 
median sales price per square 
footage does only differs by 1-2%. 
This is clearly insignificant and 
doesn’t any expected increase in 
property values as a result of the 
transfer of territory.

• Source: https://www.redfin.com/CA/Laguna-
Hills/26262-Yolanda-St-92656/home/4873827



Criteria 9: The transfer of territory will not negatively affect the fiscal 
management or fiscal status of either school district affected by the transfer of 
territory

• It’s hard for residents to quantify financial impacts specifically due to this transfer 
of territory, but based on both SVUSD and CUSD financial statements found online, 
per pupil revenues and expenditures are fairly similar (~$1200-$1300) suggesting 
the fiscal management of both districts are relatively similar.

• In their analysis, SVUSD states “minimal impact” to fiscal management or fiscal 
status of their district.



Travel Time to Schools Current vs Proposed (Using Google Maps)
8AM Tuesday July 23rd



Additional Considerations: 
Distance to Schools Creates Burden on Students & Families

• Lomas Laguna HOA substantially 
identifies with the Aliso Viejo 
Community through a number of
factors including geography 
(Criteria 2 slide)

• With our current School District 
Boundaries and School 
Assignments, it’s a burden on 
working family (both dual income 
& single parent) households to 
carve out enough time to drop 
off/pick-up students with major 
employment centers located in 
Irvine, North OC, and even Los 
Angeles County. 



Additional Considerations: 
Distance to Schools Creates Burden on Students & Families

• When schools are located further from families:
The time that the trip takes and the quality of the trip could also impact a 

student’s academic outcomes and engagement. A long commute to school might 
affect a student’s ability to get to school on time (tardiness), their number of 
absences, and their availability to participate in before- or after-school activities

Citations:
• Blackmon and Cain 2015. “Case Manager Perspectives on the Effectiveness of an Elementary School Truancy 

Intervention.” School Social Work Journal 40 (1): 1–22 

• Canfield et al. 2016. “Using a Person-Centered Approach to Examine the Impact of Homelessness on School 
Absences.” Child and Adolescent Social Work Journal 33 (3): 199–205. 

• Grossman, Walker, and Raley 2001. “Challenges and Opportunities in After-School Programs: Lessons for 
Policymakers and Funders.” Philadelphia: Public/Private Ventures  

• Teasley 2004. “Absenteeism and Truancy: Risk, Protection, and Best Practice Implications for School Social 
Workers.” Children & Schools 26 (2): 117–28



Thank You

Sincerely the families of Lomas Laguna



Distance to Schools Current vs Proposed (Using Google Maps)

• Distance to Current Assigned Schools (SVUSD):
• Linda Vista: 3.8 Miles
• La Paz Intermediate: 3.8 Miles
• Laguna Hills High: 1.6 Miles

• Distance to Schools in Capistrano Unified:
• Wood Canyon Elementary: 2.6 Miles
• Oak Grove Elementary: 2.6 Miles
• Don Juan Avila Elementary: 2.8 Miles
• Aliso Viejo Middle: 10-15 minute walk on the adjoining trail
• Don Juan Avila Middle: 2.8 Miles
• Aliso Niguel High: 1.8 Miles 



From Laguna Hills 
City Housing 
Element March 
2024

Job Proximity from our 
current assigned Elementary 
and Middle School are poor 
relative to our 
neighborhood’s location on 
this map suggesting 
commute to work is difficult 
from our assigned school 
locations



Chi-Squared Test Detail
OtherWhiteHispanic / LatinoAsian (including Filipino & 

Pacific Islander)District

12.3%52.1%27.0%8.5%Capistrano Unified (non-Charter)

10.4%37.3%39.3%13.0%Saddleback Valley Unified

Source: CDE Data (https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/)

Are the racial demographics at both districts similar?

Using Chi-Squared Test of Independence:

Null Hypothesis Ho = Distribution of ethnicities is same across both districts

Alternative Hypothesis H1 = Distribution of ethnicities are different in both districts

Using statistical software like Python, it's quick to develop:

import numpy as np

from scipy.stats import chi2_contingency

sample1= np.array([8.5,27,52.1,12.3])

sample2 = np.array([13,39.3,37.3,10.4])

observed = np.array([sample1,sample2])

chi2,p,dof,expected = chi2_contingency(observed)

5.83print(chi2)Chi Squared Statistic
12.0%print(p)p-Value

3print(dof)Degrees of Freedom

Because our p-value is greater than 5% or even 10%, we fail to reject Ho

Therefore, both districts have similar racial demographics



ZIP Code Map (Source: https://www.zipdatamaps.com/92653)

Lomas Laguna 
Neighborhood is only 
area of Laguna Hills NOT 
in the 92653 ZIP Code 
shaded in red



SVUSD Elementary School Enrollment Changes
2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2018-19/2019-20 2019-20/2020-21 2020-21/2021-22 2021-22/2022-23 2022-23/2023-24

School Enrollment Enrollment Enrollment Enrollment Enrollment Enrollment Enrollment Change Enrollment Change Enrollment Change Enrollment Change Enrollment Change Average
Cielo Vista Elementary 729 703 632 600 526 488 -26 -71 -32 -74 -38 -48.2
Cordillera Elementary 485 404 229 Closed Closed Closed -81 -175 N/A N/A N/A -128
De Portola Elementary 517 575 504 537 595 567 58 -71 33 58 -28 10
Del Cerro Elementary 454 444 393 377 373 381 -10 -51 -16 -4 8 -14.6
Del Lago Elementary 444 458 366 357 355 359 14 -92 -9 -2 4 -17
Foothill Ranch Elementary 1209 1154 1043 1046 1056 1065 -55 -111 3 10 9 -28.8
Glen Yermo Elementary 457 424 320 351 303 318 -33 -104 31 -48 15 -27.8
La Madera Elementary 638 639 593 590 606 602 1 -46 -3 16 -4 -7.2
Lake Forest Elementary 847 778 711 624 679 688 -69 -67 -87 55 9 -31.8
Linda Vista Elementary 346 323 232 299 295 278 -23 -91 67 -4 -17 -13.6
Lomarena Elementary 603 618 568 576 550 525 15 -50 8 -26 -25 -15.6
Melinda Heights Elementary 1010 1041 972 978 959 950 31 -69 6 -19 -9 -12
Montevideo Elementary 328 287 209 509 500 456 -41 -78 300 -9 -44 25.6
Olivewood Elementary 479 469 248 382 420 412 -10 -221 134 38 -8 -13.4
Portola Hills Elementary 674 694 666 686 742 758 20 -28 20 56 16 16.8
Ralph A. Gates Elementary 1012 997 923 944 940 908 -15 -74 21 -4 -32 -20.8
Rancho Canada Elementary 576 574 532 566 632 630 -2 -42 34 66 -2 10.8
Robinson Elementary 539 533 400 463 500 489 -6 -133 63 37 -11 -10
San Joaquin Elementary 321 317 173 263 247 229 -4 -144 90 -16 -18 -18.4
Santiago Elementary 454 521 497 506 506 497 67 -24 9 0 -9 8.6
Trabuco Elementary 76 79 56 81 88 95 3 -23 25 7 7 3.8
Trabuco Mesa Elementary 630 657 689 686 654 630 27 32 -3 -32 -24 0
Valencia Elementary 611 587 499 544 538 524 -24 -88 45 -6 -14 -17.4

Overall Annual Change -15.2
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