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	· Knowledge of Homeless Education/McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act

· Know your school districts homeless liaison or school site designee 
· Give priority enrollment in local state (CA. ASES) and federal funded after school programs (21st CCLC) -  Assembly Bill 1567
· Make sure student participates in snack and/or supper program 

	· Assign a youth or adult mentor to help provide:

guidance -  encouragement – companionship - assistance with challenges

	· Create a calm and quiet management style

· Provide quiet reminders of appropriate behavior by:

             a gentle hand on the shoulder – proximity - bend to students eye level - make eye contact

	· Assign projects/tasks that can be broken into smaller components to ensure some successes

	· Provide opportunity for them  to “take a break” for themselves

	· Hold students accountable for what they can control (behavior/attitude)

	· Do not take away possessions (they may need the security of having their belongings in hand)


Possible Signs of Homelessness

Lack of Continuity in Education

· Attendance at many different schools

· Inability to pay fees for school-related activities or school supplies

· Behind in school academically

· Consistent lack of preparation (arriving without books, supplies, homework completed, or papers signed)

· Poor ability to conceptualize or poor organizational skills 

Poor Health/Nutrition

· Chronic hunger (may hoard food)

· Fatigue (may fall asleep in class)

· Increased vulnerability to colds/flu

· Grooming and personal hygiene are neglected/inconsistent

· Wearing same clothes for several days

· Unattended vision, medical, and dental needs

      Transportation and Attendance Problems

· Erratic attendance or numerous absences/tardiness

· Inability to contact parents (no telephone, no address, etc.)

· Parents do not attend events, may not be in physical custody or parent or guardian

· Lack of participation in field trips and after-school activities 

· Absences on days when students bring special treats from home

      Social and Behavioral Clues

· Poor/short attention span

· Poor self-esteem

· Difficulty trusting people/avoidance of making friends

· “Wise” beyond years
· A marked change in behavior (extreme shyness, withdrawal, nervousness, aggression and/or anger)

Supporting Students Experiencing Homelessness:


What Expanded Learning Programs Can Do To Help








