
Dear Literacy Educators,

Spring is here, and so is National Poetry Month! This April, we celebrate the power of words, rhythm, and expression
through poetry. It’s the perfect time to integrate poetry into your lessons and inspire students to explore their voices
through verse.

Also this month, we will be hosting an incredible documentary screening event at The Frida Cinema in Santa Ana!
On Tuesday, April 29th from 4:30-7:00 we will be hosting the screening of the educational documentary,
Hopeville: How to Win the Reading Wars, a powerful documentary exploring the science of reading and its
impact on literacy education. Discover the journey of educators, researchers, and students as they navigate the
battle for effective reading instruction. Dinner and refreshments will be served. This event it totally free! We
anticipate it filling up fast, so make sure to register soon (detail below). 

Let’s continue fostering a love for reading and writing in our students. Wishing you a wonderful month filled with
learning and inspiration!

Upcoming Dates

April 12-20 | Passover
April 22 | Earth Day

April 29 | Hopeville  Documentary Screening

OC Literacy and Language
A P R I L  2 0 2 5  N E W S L E T T E R

Virginia Reischl, Ed.D. 
Literacy and Language

Secondary Coordinator        
vreischl@ocde.us

Amber Fleming-Morales
Literacy & Language 

Elementary Coordinator
afleming-morales@ocde.us

bit.ly/OCDE_LiteracyLanguage

Laurie Virtusio. Ed.D
Literacy & Language 

Differentiated Assistance
Coordinator

lvirtusio@ocde.us

mailto:vreischl@ocde.us
mailto:vreischl@ocde.us
mailto:afleming-moralesl@ocde.u
mailto:afleming-moralesl@ocde.u
https://bit.ly/OCDE_LiteracyLanguage
mailto:lvirtusio@ocde.us


Upcoming Literacy Offerings

Write to Joy: K-12 Writing Conference

Write to Joy is more than a conference—it’s a celebration of writing, creativity, and
inspiration! Connect with passionate educators, discover fresh strategies, and ignite
a love for writing in your students. Dive into hands-on workshops, vibrant discussions,
and collaborative sessions that will leave you energized and equipped with practical
tools. Featured speaker Jen Robert, a National Board Certified teacher and digital
pedagogy expert, will share her insights on literacy and the power of generative AI in
education. Don’t miss this opportunity to spark joy in writing—for you and your
students! Accepting Proposals at https://tinyurl.com/cn3thwz7 - proposal due date
is July 1, 2025

October 11, 2025
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Register here

2024-25 Literacy and Language Calendar
Please click on the link below to see our professional development trainings

Reading Screener Implementation Training (Virtual)

With California’s new Reading Difficulties Risk Screener set to roll out for all K–2
students in the 2025–26 school year, districts and charter schools have selected
their screening tools. Now, the focus shifts to implementation planning! Join us for an
interactive zoom session designed to help you build a cohesive, effective plan for a
smooth rollout at your school or district. This session will cover key areas, including:
testing windows, alternative processes, communication strategies, professional
development, testing models, data management and collaboration. 

May 6, 2025
8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
Register here

Reading Documentary Screening: Hopeville 

Join us at the Frida Theater for a free screening of the inspiring reading documentary,
Hopeville: How to Win the Reading Wars a powerful documentary exploring the
science of reading and its impact on literacy education. Discover the journey of
educators, researchers, and students as they navigate the battle for effective reading
instruction. This event will include dinner and refreshments. Following the screening,
there will be a Q&A with the director, Harvey Hubbell V, and discussions about the
science of reading and literacy instruction in our schools and early learning programs.
Spots are filling up fast, don’t miss you chance to be part of this incredible event! 

April 29, 2025
4:30 p.m.- 7:00 p.m.
Register here
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Save the Date

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19CRD_1NxEMIeMH7M_ZeP1VIBh0XtbOmS/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mBwCriFVkMNanwFoX-1iAfA1BqE3N9mj/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hteJUX_RDohjFhOA7HPBNm5pAyF9fjBs/view?usp=drive_link
https://ed.fullerton.edu/sfccct/news/K12OnlineTeaching.php
https://sites.google.com/cuela.org/cuelosangeles/events/palooza-2025


Check out all of Teaching Books’ April Timely Topic Resources Here
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Resources
Need information about the upcoming Screener for Risk of Reading
Difficulties, including Dyslexia? Here is the OCDE Information
Guide, updated frequently as new information is released. We are
here to support the implementation of this initiative in any way that
we can! 
Check out the latest CDE Literacy Newsletter for information on
Statewide Literacy
Agents of Influence, a spy media literacy game, is looking for
middle and high school teachers to give feedback and participate
in research studies. The game teaches critical thinking, content
analysis, research, and communication. Teachers participating in
this study can earn between $50 and $250. The study runs from
December 2024 to January 2026. Learn more and sign up here.
Bookshare curated a list for the 2024 update! Bookshare provides
access to a huge collection of ebooks that are customizable for
people with reading barriers.

Tech Corner

Orange County Department of Education | Educational Services
To subscribe to our newsletter scan the QR code below 

🎯 Tech Tip of the Month: "CTRL + F Your Way to Clarity"
Teachers, save precious minutes with the good old CTRL + F (or Command + F on Mac).
Whether you're reviewing digital student work, skimming long online articles, or
navigating complex IEPs, this simple shortcut helps you instantly find keywords without
endless scrolling. It’s small—but mighty!

✅ Bonus: Use it in Google Docs, PDFs, websites, and even spreadsheets.

💡 Try searching for "evidence," "theme," or "because" to quickly locate key academic
phrases in student writing.
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