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April 2026 Newsletter

Dates to Note: 

April encourages us to honor the impactful literacy practices occurring in classrooms daily. As part of
National Poetry Month, we continue to celebrate our multilingual learners and champion inclusive
practices. From the narratives students share to the voices they uncover, this month showcases the
various ways reading, writing, speaking, and listening influence identity, foster community, and broaden
understanding. As you continue to support curious and skilled readers and writers, April presents
valuable opportunities to amplify student voices, explore diverse viewpoints, and maintain the joy of
literacy at the heart of your teaching.

April 1 – April Fools’ Day (proceed with caution)
April 2 – World Autism Awareness Day
April 4 – School Librarian Day
April 11 – National Pet Day

National Poetry Month 

April 19–25 National Library Week 
April 22 - Earth Day 
April 23 – World Book Day / Shakespeare’s Birthday
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Upcoming Literacy Offerings

Please click on the link below to see our professional development trainings
 

    2025-26 Literacy and Language Calendar

View all flyers and resources here

April 14, 2026 I 12:45-3:30 p.m. 
Register here

Join leaders from across Orange County districts for an in-person working
session focused on reflecting on this year’s RDRS implementation and shaping
of what comes next.

Reading Difficulties Risk Screener (RDRS)
Implementation Workshop

Starts August 2026
Fill out interest form here

Lexia’s LETRS® (Language Essentials for Teachers of Reading and Spelling) is
the gold standard in evidence-based literacy professional development. It
gives teachers the deep knowledge and tools they need to understand how
students learn to read—and what to do when they struggle. Through the
Orange County Department of Education (OCDE), districts now have the
opportunity to join regional LETRS® cohorts starting August 2026. 

LETRS® Training at OCDE

https://files.constantcontact.com/8da7cebd101/331a093f-2b85-4c15-bbdc-bf23e21cffcd.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Lp_BZzxAfiTfK9UxL6_tSIA-5w7XMqE72Nhkj1nxiqI/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Lp_BZzxAfiTfK9UxL6_tSIA-5w7XMqE72Nhkj1nxiqI/edit?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1zj6UokGcKiTwWYkSjqT8_V7ZE4ywjgKR
https://ocde.k12oms.org/1288-276533
https://ocde.k12oms.org/1288-276533
https://files.constantcontact.com/8da7cebd101/331a093f-2b85-4c15-bbdc-bf23e21cffcd.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/8da7cebd101/331a093f-2b85-4c15-bbdc-bf23e21cffcd.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfE528mzy8BKhK-0WfIpiumcZlaph4iTRNfJdgCUYaNpEAQFA/viewform


Save the Date

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PDLfOVHaSfeRAkdwlkR1_Kox3I0tfbvM/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JOflS3oQJejFR9uMc0sR_dP5x1DaFfXe/view?usp=drive_link


Save the Date



Check out all of Teaching Books’ 
Timely Topic Resources 

Click here to view the resources folder

National Poetry Month Earth Day April 22nd

A community reading program centered around the Pulitzer Prize
winning novel, James, by Percival Everett. From April through June,
readers of all ages are invited to celebrate James through an exciting
lineup of author talks, engaging cultural presentations, and lively book
club discussions – all designed to bring the story, and our community,
together!

https://ocpl.org/one-county-one-book-2026

Find Your Joy 
National Library Week 

April 19-25

https://www.ocpl.org/
https://school.teachingbooks.net/cp.cgi
https://www.ocpl.org/earthday
https://ocpl.org/read-across-america-2026-reading-challenge
https://ocpl.org/one-county-one-book-2026
https://school.teachingbooks.net/cp.cgi
https://school.teachingbooks.net/cp.cgi?id=269
https://school.teachingbooks.net/cp.cgi?id=271
https://school.teachingbooks.net/cp.cgi?id=271
https://school.teachingbooks.net/cp.cgi?id=270
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https://school.teachingbooks.net/cp.cgi?id=270
https://school.teachingbooks.net/cp.cgi?id=270
https://school.teachingbooks.net/cp.cgi?id=270


April is Poetry Month with a techy remix! Get students' creative juices flowing
with a dash of AI magic. Ask the AI to whip up a poem about something mundane
—like school lunch—but throw in a twist with styles like Shakespearean elegance,
rap swagger, or haiku simplicity. Got a student poem? Give it a personality
makeover—make it funny, dramatic, or mysterious! Create some edgy poetry
prompts fit for your class, or turn a poem into a multilingual marvel with
highlighted vocab. It’s all about minimal effort, maximum fun, and a fresh way to
jazz up the language game!

Resources
Need information about the Screener for Risk of Reading
Difficulties? Check out the OCDE Literacy and Language
Webpage for additional information and updates.

Check out the latest CDE Literacy Newsletter for 
information on Statewide Literacy

CDE has released Literacy Content Blocks for TK-5. 
The Literacy Content Blocks are guide for effective  
literacy instruction by applying the ELA/ELD Framework.

Check out this amazing resource for Integrated ELD Strategies 

Tech Corner

Orange County Department of Education | Educational Services

To subscribe to our newsletter scan the QR code below 

https://visitor.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=0015awSNdpzwR4oRsQohbmyqPFyAko-EBbravLsMSLbY2cXIJzYkXZlxKi5MQDsKxQ2wGAwcFULCklBApBp6zC3meS-rhqy2tibn4Nz41G88rg%3D
https://ocde.us/EducationalServices/CurriculumInstructionandAcademicEnrichment/LanguageArts/Pages/Screener-for-Risk-of-Reading-Difficulties.aspx
https://ocde.us/EducationalServices/CurriculumInstructionandAcademicEnrichment/LanguageArts/Pages/Screener-for-Risk-of-Reading-Difficulties.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gj6VSgiqx1G_em_oliRTRLwUA7sVQkNb/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wvq_VwBYxnOP-YQViaI9M9CwSqJIr0hs/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gj6VSgiqx1G_em_oliRTRLwUA7sVQkNb/view?usp=drive_link
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