
Happy December, OC Educators!

As we head into the bustling holiday season, let’s take a moment to celebrate the
multicultural magic that makes our Orange County classrooms shine. This month is packed
with diverse festivities—from the lighting of the Hanukkah menorah and the community spirit of
Las Posadas, to the reflection of Kwanzaa and the joy of Christmas. Each of these traditions
offers endless opportunities to connect literacy with culture, helping our students see
themselves and their neighbors in the stories we share. Here’s to finishing the semester strong,
celebrating our students' unique heritages, and enjoying a well-deserved Winter Break.
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Bodhi Day: Dec 8
Las Posadas: Dec 16–24
Winter Solstice: Dec 21

December Holidays & Observances

Hanukkah: Dec 25 – Jan 2
Christmas: Dec 25
Kwanzaa: Dec 26 – Jan 1
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Upcoming Literacy Offerings
Reading Screener for Site Leaders
December 9, 2025, January 13, 2026, February 11, 2026  | 3:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Register here

California has launched a new K–2 Risk of Reading Difficulties Screener, and site
administrators play a critical role in its successful implementation. This three-part
virtual learning series will provide administrators with the knowledge, tools, and
strategies to lead screening efforts with confidence. Each session will focus on a key
phase of the process, from understanding the legislation to using data for
instructional response. Topics include family communication, screening multilingual
learners and students with IEPs or 504 plans, and integrating results within the MTSS
framework.

English Learner Roadmap Toolkit: Administrator
Learning Series
January 15 & 29, February 26,  and March 4, 2026 | 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Register here

This dynamic leadership series equips district and site administrators with tools,
strategies, and a supportive network to lead effective, equity-centered programs
for Multilingual Learners. Participants engage deeply with each principle of the
English Learner Roadmap, exploring how to implement transformative, research-
based practices through collaborative sessions, planning activities, and inter-
session support.

Elementary Comprehensive ELD: Integrated and
Designated Strategies
January 14 & February 11, 2026 | 4:00 - 5:30 p.m.
Register here

Join us for a two-part Zoom series! This no-cost professional development is
designed for induction teachers, with or without their mentors. Each session
will explore English language development (ELD) strategies. The first session
will focus on integrated ELD strategies and the second session will focus on
designated ELD strategies. Let’s build our instructional toolbox so all students
thrive!
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Bridging Screening to Support
March 17, 2026 | 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Register here

After administering the California Risk of Reading Difficulty Screener, learn
how to use your data to implement Tier 1 and Tier 2 strategies for targeted
whole and small group instruction to support at-risk students’ foundational
reading needs. Participants will: understand how to interpret screening
results, learn Tier 1 differentiation strategies, explore Tier 2 interventions for
students, and walk away with practical tools and planning templates. $25 per
person, includes lunch and materials. 

January 27, February 27, 2026 I 3:00 - 5:30 p.m.
Register here

Join us for an engaging 2-part series designed to build foundational knowledge of
the Science of Reading and its classroom application. Each session is 2.5 hours, with
optional asynchronous work available to deepen your learning. Participants who
complete all sessions and the asynchronous component will earn an OCDE Literacy
Badge and be eligible for 1 unit of continuing education credit. Whether you're new
to the Science of Reading or ready to take your practice deeper, this series will
empower you with tools to translate research into impactful instruction.

Unlock the Science of Reading

January 27 & April 27, 2026 | 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Register here

Calling all LTEL educators! Is your district invested in a systems approach to
supporting LTEL students? Please join us in having representation for your district in
the LTEL Network and Community of Practice for Comprehensive ELD. Learn from
and share expertise with others in your position from across the county.

Community of Practice: Comprehensive ELD

Upcoming Literacy Offerings

Please click on the link below to see our professional development trainings
 

    2025-26 Literacy and Language Calendar

View all flyers and resources here
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Save the Date
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Save the Date
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Check out all of Teaching Books’ 
Timely Topic Resources 

December
Winter and Snow

December
Holiday Collection

December 5th
International Volunteer Day

Click here to view the resources folder
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Resources
Need information about the Screener for Risk of Reading Difficulties? 
Check out the OCDE Literacy and Language Webpage 
for additional information and updates.

Check out the latest CDE Literacy Newsletter for 
information on Statewide Literacy

CDE has released Literacy Content Blocks for TK-5. 
The Literacy Content Blocks are guide for effective  
literacy instruction by applying the ELA/ELD Framework.

Check out this amazing resource for Integrated ELD Strategies 

Tech Corner

Orange County Department of Education | Educational Services

To subscribe to our newsletter scan the QR code below 

What it is: A festive collection of bite-sized creative activities (approx. 10 mins
each). Students can design "ugly sweaters," create animated snow globes, or
make "You-in-a-Box" animations.

The Literacy Link: These visual prompts are perfect for "micro-writing." Have
students add a caption to their snow globe explaining a winter memory, or write a
persuasive product description for their ugly sweater design.

Why we love it: It’s low-prep, high-engagement, and adaptable for all grade
levels—perfect for that final countdown to Winter Break.

Looking to keep students creating right up to the last bell? Join the
12 Days of Creativity Challenge!
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