
Happy New Year! As we step into 2025, we are thrilled to bring you this edition of the OCDE Literacy &
Language Newsletter filled with exciting opportunities, valuable resources, and key updates to support
your work in empowering students across our county. As we celebrate the International Day of Education
on January 24 and Lunar New Year on January 29, let’s continue fostering inclusive and innovative
approaches to literacy that reflect the diverse voices in our classrooms.

Additionally, we are committed to supporting the implementation of the new Screener for Risk of Reading
Difficulties, including Dyslexia. Be sure to explore the OCDE Reading Screener Information Guide for
the latest updates and practical strategies to meet the needs of your students. SAVE THE DATE- We will
be hosting an Assessment Materials Fair on February 4th at OCDE to learn more about the screening
tools on the approved list. 

Thank you for your unwavering dedication to literacy and language education. Here’s to a year of
collaboration, growth, and success!
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Upcoming Literacy Offerings

Understanding the Dyslexia Guidelines

This virtual workshop will dig into the California Dyslexia Guidelines and specifically,
the Screener for Risk of Reading Difficulties, including Dyslexia. We will go through
the Screener Toolkit to support District Implementation of this initiative, provide
strategies for systems and create space for collaboration. 

January 22, 2025
8:30 - 11:30 a.m.
Register here

Empowering Writers Summit

Connect with fellow educators, explore new strategies, and spark creativity in your
students. Engage in dynamic workshops, lively discussions, and collaborative sessions
designed to leave you with fresh ideas and practical tools to make writing exciting
for all your students. Featured speaker Jen Roberts, a National Board Certified
teacher and digital pedagogy expert, will share her insights on literacy and
generative AI in education. Don’t miss this opportunity to reignite your passion for
teaching writing! Accepting Proposals - submit here

June 14, 2025
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Register here

A free four-day introductory course for Grade 9-12 ELA and ELD Teachers is
available for those new to teaching the ERWC course and those interested in
learning how to incorporate ERWC modules into their curriculum.  Each session is two
weeks in length comprised of two days each week.

Register here
ERWC: In-Person 

Register here
ERWC: Virtual 

2024-25 Literacy and Language Calendar

Please click on the link below to see our professional development trainings

Looking for some professional learning targeted specifically for PK/TK/K in
elementary school? We are hosting a free, in-person session to discuss literacy
strategies for our youngest readers alongside an exploration of the updated TK state
guidance, foundations and alignment to Kindergarten standards. Great for PK/TK
teachers, Kinder/1st grade teachers, administrators, TOSA’s and coaches. Breakfast
and lunch is included!

Ignite Early Literacy
January 29, 2025
8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Register here

February 26, 2025
8:30 - 11:30 a.m.
Register here
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This three-part asynchronous series supports K-12 educators in understanding the importance
of diverse texts as Mirrors, Windows, and Sliding Glass Doors, grounded in Dr. Rudine Sims
Bishop's work. Integrating Dr. Gholdy Muhammad's focus on joy, identity, and critical literacy,
the course helps participants incorporate inclusive stories that enrich student learning.
Participants will receive Unearthing Joy by Dr. Muhammad and join virtual sessions after each
module for collaboration and discussion.

March, 13, April 3, and April 24
3:30-5:00 p.m.
Register here

Diversifying Text

Save the Date
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Check out all of Teaching Books’ January's Timely Topic Resources Here
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Spotlight
Spotlight on PYLUSD Summer Camp

At our December Literacy and Language Network Meeting,
Blanca Gibbons and Maria Hepp presented their incredible
work supporting language development in Summer Camp at
PYLUSD. Their thoughtful and intentional planning led to a fun
and language-rich summer experience for students! They will
be back and even bigger next summer! Thank you for sharing
your inspiring work! 

We invite you all to submit this form to be included in an
upcoming spotlight section. You can spotlight a teacher, an
event, a literacy initiative- anything you would like to share! All
submissions will also be featured on our OCDE Lit&Lang Social
Media!

Resources
Need information about the upcoming Screener for Risk of Reading Difficulties, including Dyslexia? Here
is the OCDE Information Guide, updated frequently as new information is released. We are here to
support the implementation of this initiative in any way that we can! 
Check out the latest CDE Literacy Newsletter for information on Statewide Literacy
Bookshare curated a list for the 2024 update! Bookshare provides access to a huge collection of
ebooks that are customizable for people with reading barriers.

Tech Corner

To subscribe to our newsletter scan the QR code below 

Jen Roberts, a National Board Certified teacher and expert in digital
pedagogy, will be the keynote speaker at our upcoming Empowering
Writers Summit, where she will explore the intersection of literacy and
generative AI in education. We're thrilled to announce that Jen is also set
to present at ABCUSD’s IGNITE Ed Tech Symposium at Cerritos High
School on January 25,2025 from 8-3 pm. 

Don't miss your chance to engage with her and other inspiring educators
at the Empowering Writers Summit, happening on June 14, 2025, in Costa
Mesa. Join us for a day of dynamic workshops and collaborative sessions
designed to reinvigorate writing instruction across all disciplines. Register
now at Empowering Writers Summit Registration.
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