
October brings crisp air, colorful leaves, and plenty of reasons to celebrate learning!

We continue Hispanic Heritage Month through Oct 15, honoring the diverse voices that
shape our classrooms. Indigenous Peoples’ Day (Oct 13) invites us to reflect on history and
resilience, while National Bullying Prevention Month reminds us of the power of kindness
in schools.

While our Write to Joy conference has been postponed (we’ll bring it back in the future—
stay tuned!), there are still plenty of opportunities to connect and grow this month. Our next
Literacy & Language Network Meeting is scheduled for October 14, and the Joyful
Literacy Classroom series launches on October 8, with Designing Inclusive Literacy
Classrooms following on October 29. Each gathering is designed to help you create
welcoming, engaging spaces where all students thrive.

Let’s carry the season’s spirit of change into our teaching, sparking joy and curiosity in every
classroom.
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Upcoming Literacy Offerings

Unlock the Science of Reading
November 20, 2025, January 27, February 27, 2026 I 3:00 - 5:30 p.m.
Register here

Join us for an engaging 3-part series designed to build foundational knowledge of
the Science of Reading and its classroom application. Each session is 2.5 hours, with
optional asynchronous work available to deepen your learning. Participants who
complete all sessions and the asynchronous component will earn an OCDE Literacy
Badge and be eligible for 1 unit of continuing education credit. Whether you're new
to the Science of Reading or ready to take your practice deeper, this series will
empower you with tools to translate research into impactful instruction.

Bridging Screening to Support
November 12, 2025 or March 17, 2026 | 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Register here

After administering the California Risk of Reading Difficulty Screener, learn
how to use your data to implement Tier 1 and Tier 2 strategies for targeted
whole and small group instruction to support at-risk students’ foundational
reading needs. Participants will: understand how to interpret screening
results, learn Tier 1 differentiation strategies, explore Tier 2 interventions for
students, and walk away with practical tools and planning templates. $25 per
person.

Reignite the Joy: Empowering Adolescent Readers 
November 13, 2025, January 13 & 26, March 3, 2026 | 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Register here

Too often, adolescent reading “intervention” becomes a label, rather than a
launchpad. In this joyful, evidence-based, and research-aligned series, educators
will explore how to reframe literacy support using the Science of Reading, UDL, and
MTSS frameworks — without losing student voice, choice, or confidence.
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Upcoming Literacy Offerings

Please click on the link below to see our professional development trainings

2025-26 Literacy and Language Calendar

View all flyers and resources here

Celebrate Family Literacy Month!
Google Form Due Friday, November 7, 2025

Join the Orange County Department of Education in celebrating National Family
Literacy Month. Our new flyer highlights resources, activities, and a toolkit to help
schools and families create joyful literacy experiences that promote learning and
connection. Explore ideas for hosting a Family Literacy Night, engage families
through meaningful reading activities, and share your celebrations with us for a
chance to be featured on our social media page and enter up to three teacher
nominations into a Scholastic classroom book set drawing. Download flyer here.

Reading Screener for Site Leaders
November 6, 2025, December 9, 2025, January 13, 2026 | 3:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Register here

California has launched a new K–2 Risk of Reading Difficulties Screener, and site
administrators play a critical role in its successful implementation. This three-part
virtual learning series will provide administrators with the knowledge, tools, and
strategies to lead screening efforts with confidence. Each session will focus on a key
phase of the process, from understanding the legislation to using data for
instructional response. Topics include family communication, screening multilingual
learners and students with IEPs or 504 plans, and integrating results within the MTSS
framework.
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Save the Date
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Save the Date

Check out our YouTube Channel!
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Check out all of Teaching Books’ Timely Topic Resources Here

October 15th
Indigenos Peoples Day

October 18-23rd
Diwali! Festival of Lights 

October 31st
Halloween
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Resources
Need information about the upcoming 

       Screener for Risk of Reading Difficulties, 
       including Dyslexia? Check out the OCDE 
        Literacy and Language Webpage for 
       additional information and updates.

Check out the latest CDE Literacy Newsletter 
        for information on Statewide Literacy

CDE has released Literacy Content Blocks 
       for TK-5: The Literacy Content Blocks guide 
       effective literacy instruction by applying the 
       English Language Arts (ELA)/English Language 
       Development (ELD) Framework.

CDE also released P-3 progression for Literacy and Language, aligning the PTKLF’s and CA 
       Common Core Standards. 

Tech Corner

Orange County Department of Education | Educational Services

To subscribe to our newsletter scan the QR code below 

Tech Corner: FigJam for Collaborative Thinking

Missing Jamboard? FigJam (by Figma) is a free digital whiteboard where
students can brainstorm, cluster ideas, and build visual connections
together. It’s simple to use, integrates with Google Drive, and works
beautifully for story maps, peer feedback, or whole-class “parking lot”
questions.
 
A small shift in tools can spark big engagement this fall!
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