
September is buzzing with meaning and joy! We’ll kick things off with
International Literacy Day (Sept 8th)—because what’s better than
celebrating the power of stories? Then we roll into Hispanic Heritage
Month (starting Sept 15th), a vibrant celebration of voices, languages,
and cultures. On Patriot Day (Sept 11th) we pause for reflection and
resilience, and by Constitution Day & Week (Sept 17th–23rd) we’re
ready to let curiosity about democracy spark classroom conversations.

And the best part? Our first Network Meeting is Sept 9th, we can’t wait
to see you there as we bring JOY back to teaching together!
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Literacy and Executive Functions CoP

October 29, 2025, January 28, April 1, 2026 I 8:30 - 11:30 a.m.
Register here

Join us for an engaging 3-part series designed to build foundational knowledge of
the Science of Reading and its classroom application. Each session is 2.5 hours, with
optional asynchronous work available to deepen your learning. Participants who
complete all sessions and the asynchronous component will earn an OCDE Literacy
Badge and be eligible for 1 unit of continuing education credit. Whether you're new
to the Science of Reading or ready to take your practice deeper, this series will
empower you with tools to translate research into impactful instruction.

Upcoming Literacy Offerings
Write to Joy: K-12 Writing Conference
October 11, 2025 | 8:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. OCDE Conference Center
Register here

Write to Joy is more than a conference—it’s a celebration of writing, creativity, and
inspiration! Connect with passionate educators, discover fresh strategies, and ignite a love
for writing in your students. Dive into hands-on workshops, vibrant discussions, and
collaborative sessions that will leave you energized and equipped with practical tools.
Featured speaker Jen Robert, a National Board Certified teacher and digital pedagogy
expert, will share her insights on literacy and the power of generative AI in
education. Don’t miss this opportunity to spark joy in writing—for you and your students! 

2025-2026 Literacy and Language Network
2  Tuesday of each Monthnd

Register here

Join our no-cost monthly opportunity for educators to discuss current and emerging
topics in English Language Arts, English Language Development, and Disciplinary
Literacy. If you are a literacy leader in your community, we encourage you to join our
network.

The Joyful Literacy Classroom: Designing Inclusive
Spaces

October 8, November 5, December 3, 2025 I 4:00 - 5:30 p.m.
Register here

Join us for a three-part Zoom series! This no-cost professional development series is
designed for induction teachers, with or without their mentors. Each session will
explore how to create a welcoming, inclusive, and engaging literacy environment.
Participants who attend all three sessions will receive an OCDE Digital Literacy
Badge. Let's build joyful spaces where all students thrive!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z90A0xRwXEL-HtpTk4FL49OQR2B98u91/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10c0aCRQ4fRqEJ_5S8byAwHtuBTfTUHeN/view?usp=drive_link
https://ocde.us/EducationalServices/CurriculumInstructionandAcademicEnrichment/LanguageArts/SiteAssets/Pages/Upcoming-Events/TheJoyfulLiteracy_v4.pdf
https://ocde.us/EducationalServices/CurriculumInstructionandAcademicEnrichment/LanguageArts/SiteAssets/Pages/Upcoming-Events/LiteracyExecutiveFunctions_COP_v5.pdf
https://ocde.us/EducationalServices/CurriculumInstructionandAcademicEnrichment/LanguageArts/SiteAssets/Pages/Upcoming-Events/LiteracyExecutiveFunctions_COP_v5.pdf
https://ocde.k12oms.org/1288-264693
https://ocde.k12oms.org/1288-264693
https://ocde.k12oms.org/1288-251230
https://ocde.k12oms.org/1288-251230
https://ocde.k12oms.org/1288-251230
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10c0aCRQ4fRqEJ_5S8byAwHtuBTfTUHeN/view
https://ocde.k12oms.org/1288-251230
https://ocde.k12oms.org/1288-251230
https://ocde.k12oms.org/1288-266277
https://ocde.us/EducationalServices/CurriculumInstructionandAcademicEnrichment/LanguageArts/SiteAssets/Pages/Upcoming-Events/TheJoyfulLiteracy_v4.pdf
https://ocde.us/EducationalServices/CurriculumInstructionandAcademicEnrichment/LanguageArts/SiteAssets/Pages/Upcoming-Events/TheJoyfulLiteracy_v4.pdf
https://ocde.k12oms.org/1288-268133
https://ocde.k12oms.org/1288-268133


Upcoming Literacy Offerings

Unlock the Science of Reading
November 20, 2025, January 27, February 27, 2026 I 3:00 - 5:30 p.m.
Register here

Join us for an engaging 3-part series designed to build foundational knowledge of
the Science of Reading and its classroom application. Each session is 2.5 hours, with
optional asynchronous work available to deepen your learning. Participants who
complete all sessions and the asynchronous component will earn an OCDE Literacy
Badge and be eligible for 1 unit of continuing education credit. Whether you're new
to the Science of Reading or ready to take your practice deeper, this series will
empower you with tools to translate research into impactful instruction.

Bridging Screening to Support
November 12, 2025 or March 17, 2026 | 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Register here

After administering the California Risk of Reading Difficulty Screener, learn how to
use your data to implement Tier 1 and Tier 2 strategies for targeted whole and small
group instruction to support at-risk students’ foundational reading needs.
Participants will: understand how to interpret screening results, learn Tier 1
differentiation strategies, explore Tier 2 interventions for students, and walk away
with practical tools and planning templates. $25 per person.

Reignite the Joy: Empowering Adolescent Readers 
November 13, 2025, January 13, March 3, 2026 | 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Register here

Too often, adolescent reading “intervention” becomes a label, rather than a
launchpad. In this joyful, evidence-based, and research-aligned series, educators
will explore how to reframe literacy support using the Science of Reading, UDL, and
MTSS frameworks — without losing student voice, choice, or confidence.

Celebrate Family Literacy Month!

Google Form Due Friday, November 7, 2025

Join the Orange County Department of Education in celebrating National Family
Literacy Month. Our new flyer highlights resources, activities, and a toolkit to help
schools and families create joyful literacy experiences that promote learning and
connection. Explore ideas for hosting a Family Literacy Night, engage families
through meaningful reading activities, and share your celebrations with us for a
chance to be featured on our social media page and enter up to three teacher
nominations into a Scholastic classroom book set drawing. Download flyer here.
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Save the Date

Check out our YouTube Channel!

Please click on the link below to see next year’s professional development trainings

2025-26 Literacy and Language Calendar
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Check out all of Teaching Books’ Timely Topic Resources Here

September 15th - October 15th
Hispanic Heritage Month

September 21st
International Day of

Peace

September 23st
Sign Languages Day
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Resources
Need information about the upcoming Screener for Risk of
Reading Difficulties, including Dyslexia? Check out the
OCDE Literacy and Language Webpage for additional
information and updates.

Check out the latest CDE Literacy Newsletter for
information on Statewide Literacy

CDE has released Literacy Content Blocks for TK-5: The
Literacy Content Blocks guide effective literacy instruction
by applying the English Language Arts (ELA)/English
Language Development (ELD) Framework.

CDE also released P-3 progression for Literacy and
Language, aligning the PTKLF’s and CA Common Core
Standards. 

Tech Corner
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To subscribe to our newsletter scan the QR code below 

High-Quality Passages for Free

ReadWorks offers thousands of free,
research-based reading passages and
comprehension questions. Teachers can
assign digitally or print, and passages are
searchable by grade level, Lexile, or topic—
perfect for differentiation.
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