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General Provisions 
 

As required by Education Code 48926, the Orange County Superintendent of Schools has developed an expulsion 
plan in conjunction with the Superintendents of the school districts in Orange County.  The plan provides for 
educational services to all expelled students in the county for school years 2021-22, 2022-23 and 2023-24. A 
student whose behavior has resulted in an expulsion is provided a rehabilitation plan which ensures placement in 
an educational program and establishes the criteria for return to the Irvine Unified School District (IUSD).  All 
educational alternatives provided by Orange County school districts are not available to all expelled students.  The 
type of offense, location of offense, grade level and nature of the student’s individualized needs; all have the 
potential to affect the educational alternatives available to the student during the period of expulsion.  Students 
expelled for any of the offenses listed in subdivision (c) of Section 48915 of the California Education Code shall 
not be permitted to enroll in any district-operated program during the period of expulsion unless it is a community 
day school (E.C. 48915.2). 
 

Irvine Unified School District Prevention Activities 
As indicated in the Orange County Expulsion plan, the options available to Irvine Unified School District after an 
expulsion decision include, but are not limited to the following:  
 

1. Expulsion, suspended order, with placement on the same school campus [E.C. 48917 (a)]. 
 
2. Expulsion, suspended order, with placement on a different school campus within the district [E.C.48917 

(a)]. 
 
3. Expulsion with referral to a district alternative suspension/expulsion classroom, if available (E.C. 48660). 
 
4. Expulsion with subsequent transfer to another district. 
 
5. Expulsion with referral to the Orange County Department of Education, Alternative, Community and 

Correctional Education Schools and Services (ACCESS) (E.C. 1981). 
 
Actual referral to a district alternative suspension/expulsion classroom or county community school is made by 
the Irvine Unified School District governing board with recommendations from the district administrative hearing 
panel, School Attendance Review Board (SARB), or by another established district referral process as required by 
statute. 
 
District activities relating to the prevention of expulsions are outlined in the following chart:  
 

Title of Activity Description of Activity Grade Level 
Academic Counseling Academic guidance for students K-12 
ACE After Classroom Enrichment After school enrichment programs run by the city of 

Irvine 
7-8 

Adult Mentoring of Students Student support 7-12 
After School Programs Varied depending on site – Athletic & Academic K-12 
Alternative to Suspension – Drug 
& Alcohol 

Healthy Living 7-12 

Anti-bullying Programs  District-wide curriculum implemented at sites K-6 
Automated Email List Serve Promotes communication throughout the community K-12 
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Title of Activity Description of Activity Grade Level 
Automated Telephone 
Notifications 

Promotes communication throughout the community K-12 

Behavior Assemblies Explanation of school rules and policies to students 7-12 
Check-in, Check-out Procedures For the purpose of campus/student safety K-12 
Community Partnerships (IPSF) Irvine Public Schools Foundation  K-12 
Conflict Mediators  Assists with mediating conflicts between students 7-12 
DARE Drug Abuse Resistance Education program to prevent 

involvement in drugs, gangs, and violence 
K-6 

Elementary School Counseling Group and individual counseling services K-6 
Extended Learning Classes After school classes to provided extended learning 

opportunities for students 
7-8 

Grad Night Activities Provides a safe environment for students the night of 
graduation 

12 

In-school Suspension Disciplinary consequence 9-12 
Irvine Family Resource Center Assists with referrals  7-8 
Link Crew Specific sites have implemented this program to 

support new students and 9th graders 
9-12 

Online Classes and Credit 
Recovery Opportunities 

Credit recovery opportunities for students and 
flexibility with mode of instruction 

9-12 

Parent Education Parent nights and classes  K-12 
Parent Notification and Rights Start of the year communication regarding policies K-12 
Positive Behavioral Support 
(PBIS) 

District-wide behavior management program K-12 

Project Success On site group counseling program with intervention 
specialist 

7-12 

Red Ribbon Week Informational week on drugs/alcohol K-12 
Saturday School Disciplinary consequence – progressive discipline 9-12 
Say Something Anonymous reporting system enables students to seek 

support for themselves or for friends 
K-12 

School Attendance Review Board 
(SARB) 

To address chronic attendance and behavioral issues 1-12 

School Signs and Notices Posted on campus to inform all parties K-12 
SEAMS Collaborate with Irvine Police Department-Variety of 

topics 
7-8 

Second Step Lessons Universal classroom program K-6 
Special Education Services To meet the needs of students with disabilities TK-12 
Student Behavior Support Plan Special and regular education intervention K-12 
Student Clubs and Organizations Promotes student involvement at schools 7-12 
Student Contract Disciplinary intervention 1-12 
Student Study Teams Team meeting to meet student needs K-12 
Tutoring Academic support for students 9-12 
Violence Prevention Curricula in 
Health Class & Healthy Living 

Address violence in the Health curriculum 10 

 
Summary of Gaps in Education Services to Expelled Students and Strategies for Filling Those Gaps: 
 
Service Gap #1: Expelled Students in Grades K-5. Students in grades K-5 who are expelled do not have as many 
educational options available as do expelled youth in grades 6-12. In some instances, it has been difficult to place 
elementary school students who are expelled, especially at the K-4 level. The number of community day schools 
at the elementary school grade level is very limited. 
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Description of Strategies for Filling Gap #1: Although the number of students expelled in grades K-5 remains 
very low in IUSD, there are provisions in place to support this should the need arise. Depending on the behavior 
offense leading to the expulsion, the priority would be to suspend the expulsion order and transfer the student to 
another school within the district. If this is not feasible or would create a safety issue, IUSD will continue to utilize 
the option to refer to Skyview. 
 
Service Gap #2: Limited Special Education Placements in ACCESS. The Orange County Department of 
Education is committed to expanded program options for students with exceptional needs that have been expelled 
from school district programs. As identified through communications with SELPA and District-Special Education 
Directors, programs for emotionally disturbed and dual diagnosis (Emotionally Disturbed and Developmentally 
Delayed) students have been developed in some school districts as well as the OCDE Special Schools program. In 
addition, ACCESS continues to evaluate its Special Education services to provide a continuum of placement 
options. When a student’s unique needs cannot be accommodated through existing OCDE program alternatives, 
the district of residence will continue to facilitate placement to meet the unique needs of individual students through 
district and non-public agency/school placements. 
 
Description of Strategies for Filling Gap #2: Due to limited special education placements in ACCESS, IUSD 
treats each case individually when students with disabilities are referred for expulsion. If a student's unique needs 
and services on their IEP are unable to be met at ACCESS, the district will determine if they can suspend the 
expulsion order and meet the needs of the student at a specialized program within the district. If the student is 
unable to remain in the district and the needs cannot be met at ACCESS, the district will work on arranging 
placement at a Nonpublic School (NPS). 
 
Service Gap #3: Rehabilitation Failures: Students sometimes do not meet the provisions of the expulsion 
rehabilitation plan and fall behind in their academic studies. In these cases, they are at high risk of not completing 
their necessary credits and are at a higher risk of dropping out of school. 
 
Description of Strategies for Filling Gap #3: During a pre-expulsion meeting or following an expulsion hearing, 
the Coordinator of Student Services reviews the rehabilitation plan with the student and their parent/guardian. To 
eliminate barriers, resources are provided to the student and family to help facilitate the completion of the items 
from the rehabilitation plan. When the expulsion order is expired and the student can return to the District, the 
Coordinator of Student Services meets with the student and family, as well as a site administrator from the school 
the student is expected to return, for a re-entry meeting. At the re-entry meeting, the contents of the rehabilitation 
plan are reviewed to ensure the student is ready and able to return safely to the school. If certain components of 
the plan were unable to be completed, the team will determine if there were certain barriers that prevented the 
completion of the requirement and decide if exceptions can be made or alternative arrangements put into place to 
allow for the student to return to school. 
 
Service Gap #4: Mental Health Services: Orange County School Districts are seeing an increased need for mental 
health services and a shortage of affordable and accessible options for students. 
 
Description of Strategies for Filling Gap #4: IUSD has established several activities, programs, and services to 
address the mental health of all students. These include behavior assemblies, SEL lessons including Second Step, 
the implementation of PBIS, the use of restorative practices, mental health toolkits for administrators, teachers, 
and parents, and individualized mental health counseling. When a student is recommended for expulsion, the 
mental health needs are taken into consideration and the district ensures that their mental health needs can be 
addressed either at the school/district they are being referred to and/or through community referrals/resources. 
 
Service Gap #5: College Course Preparation Access for County Community Students: Within the ACCESS 
program there is option for students to utilize GradPoint, an online course option with “a-g” approved satisfying 
the subject requirements for admission into the University of California and California State University systems. 
This addition has resolved the difficulty for some students returning to their district of residence following their 
expulsion period in regard to completing the required courses prior to graduation. 
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Description of Strategies for Filling Gap #5: When students who are expelled are on an A-G track/pathway, the 
student's counselor and site administrator will work with the District team making the referral to ensure that their 
needs can be met during the expulsion order and that their A-G status will not be negatively impacted, including 
considerations for Pacific Coast High School. This includes a thorough review of the student's transcript prior to 
and when they return, as well as a conversation with the receiving school to ensure their A-G pathway can be 
fulfilled during the transfer. 
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RESOURCES/REFERENCES PAGE-- 
EDUCATION CODE - EDC 

TITLE 2. ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION [33000 - 64100] 
  ( Title 2 enacted by Stats. 1976, Ch. 1010. ) 

   
DIVISION 4. INSTRUCTION AND SERVICES [46000 - 65001] 
  ( Division 4 enacted by Stats. 1976, Ch. 1010. ) 

   
PART 27. PUPILS [48000 - 49703] 
  ( Part 27 enacted by Stats. 1976, Ch. 1010. ) 

   
CHAPTER 6. Pupil Rights and Responsibilities [48900 - 49051] 
  ( Chapter 6 enacted by Stats. 1976, Ch. 1010. ) 

   
  
ARTICLE 1. Suspension or Expulsion [48900 - 48927] 
  ( Article 1 repealed and added by Stats. 1983, Ch. 498, Sec. 91. ) 
 
   
48926.   
Each county superintendent of schools in counties that operate community schools pursuant to 
Section 1980, in conjunction with superintendents of the school districts within the county, shall 
develop a plan for providing education services to all expelled pupils in that county. The plan shall 
be adopted by the governing board of each school district within the county and by the county 
board of education. 
The plan shall enumerate existing educational alternatives for expelled pupils, identify gaps in 
educational services to expelled pupils, and strategies for filling those service gaps. The plan shall 
also identify alternative placements for pupils who are expelled and placed in district community 
day school programs, but who fail to meet the terms and conditions of their rehabilitation plan or 
who pose a danger to other district pupils, as determined by the governing board. 
Each county superintendent of schools, in conjunction with the superintendents of the school 
districts, shall submit to the Superintendent of Public Instruction the county plan for providing 
educational services to all expelled pupils in the county no later than June 30, 1997, and shall 
submit a triennial update to the plan to the Superintendent of Public Instruction, including the 
outcome data pursuant to Section 48916.1, on June 30th thereafter. 
(Added by Stats. 1995, Ch. 974, Sec. 8. Effective January 1, 1996. Operative July 1, 1996, by Sec. 9 of Ch. 974, which was 
amended by Stats. 1996, Ch. 937.) 
 

Program Summary:  Program Summary - Countywide Plans for Expelled Students (CA Dept of 
Education) 
 
Countywide Plans for Expelled Students - Educational Options (CA Dept of Education) 
 

2021 Countywide Plans for Provision of Educational Services to Expelled Students:  Countywide Plans 
for Expelled Students - SSPI Tony Thurman  
 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/eo/ex/summarycowideplans.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/eo/ex/summarycowideplans.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/eo/ex/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/eo/ex/countywideplansltr21.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/eo/ex/countywideplansltr21.asp







