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THE DAY THE EARTH  MOVED 

6:51 a.m.  

- Landslide 
reported to 
police 

- Residents flee 
their homes 

- 339 SCE 
customers 
lose power  



"We had about one minute  

to get out"  

 
Residents were alerted shortly before 

7 a.m. by popping and cracking  

Power poles went down, homes 
fractured and trees disappeared 



Extreme 
Crackling and 

Popping 



7:05 

Thirty-two firefighters are sent out 
with search-and-rescue 

equipment 

A triage area was immediately 
established 

Firefighters 
survey the 
damage to 
a residence 



8:00 

Red Cross volunteers 
designate Laguna Beach 

High School and 
Bluebird Park as 

shelters 



 



1978 Bluebird Canyon Slide 

 

Most homes were built before others 
knew about the threat of landslides 



8:30 

Eleven OCSD deputies sent to 
help; they are later 

supported by teams with 
bloodhounds and police dogs 
looking for possible victims.  



8:30 

Evacuation is declared. Homes on 
the perimeter are evacuated, too. 



8:50 
County of Orange activates its 
Emergency Operations Center 

 



5:00 p.m. 

Residents of 23 homes in the 800 

block of Bluebird Canyon Drive 

are allowed back in 



 

The slide wiped out 22  
Multi-million dollar homes 

 
26 others declared unsafe 

 
Damaged at least 11 others 



Only five minor injuries reported 
 

No one was reported missing 
 

No fatalities or serious injuries!!! 



345 high-dollar homes 
evacuated 

 

More than 1,000 people 
displaced 

 
 Many were asleep or preparing for 

work or school 

 



Neighbors and Families Pull Together  
In a town familiar with disaster, the residents look out 

for each other 



Neighbors helping 
neighbors 

 

Strangers helping 
strangers 



The Damage  

and Destruction 



Jeff 

LaTendresse 

LBFD 



A mother looks 
for her 

daughter’s cat 
named 

“Chaos”. 

 

She found 
chaos, alright, 

but no cat. 



Disaster leaves key 

question 

 

 

 



 

Record winter rainfall 



Speculation  
 

Controversial 5,600 square foot 
house with underground water tanks 

925 Oriole Drive 

 

 Most of the other homes averaging 
about 1,438 square feet 

 



925 Oriole Drive 



The house displaced more 

than 20 cubic yards 

(32 tons) of dirt  

 



At one point during an evening press 

conference at City Hall, Mayor 

Elizabeth Pearson-Schneider asked 

if anyone needed a place to stay. 

 

Only one man quietly raised his hand. 



The trauma and the tragedy 

“but it’s a miracle 

it wasn’t 

worse…” 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


