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Alternate Pathways Workgroup Report

● Vision: “...that all students with disabilities, including 
students with significant cognitive disabilities, should 
enter high school knowing they have the opportunity to 
earn a high school diploma.”

● Identified three “groups” of students
○ Group 1: Significant cognitive disabilities 

○ Group 2: Moderate support needs 

○ Group 3: Majority of students with disabilities 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.scoe.net/media/2tla0rk5/ca_alternative_pathways_workgroup_report.pdf


51225.31

a local educational agency shall exempt an individual with 
exceptional needs who satisfies the eligibility criteria described in 
subdivision (b) from all courses and other requirements adopted by 
the governing board or governing body of the local educational 
agency that are additional to the statewide course requirements and 
shall award the pupil a diploma of graduation from high school

In other words- districts will give a diploma to eligible students who 
meet the requirements. 

https://casetext.com/statute/california-codes/california-education-code/title-2-elementary-and-secondary-education/division-4-instruction-and-services/part-28-general-instructional-programs/chapter-2-required-courses-of-study/article-3-courses-of-study-grades-7-to-12/section-5122531-exemption-of-individuals-with-exceptional-needs-for-graduation


51225.31

(2) In accordance with Section 300.102(a)(3) of Title 34 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations, the award of a diploma of graduation from high 
school pursuant to this subdivision does not change a local educational 
agency’s obligation to provide a free appropriate public education until age 
22, or otherwise constitute a change in placement. 

In other words- even if the eligible student earns the alternative pathway 
diploma, they still remain able to attend transition programs until they “age 
out” of the school system.

 

https://casetext.com/statute/california-codes/california-education-code/title-2-elementary-and-secondary-education/division-4-instruction-and-services/part-28-general-instructional-programs/chapter-2-required-courses-of-study/article-3-courses-of-study-grades-7-to-12/section-5122531-exemption-of-individuals-with-exceptional-needs-for-graduation


51225.31 (b)

An individual with exceptional needs, who entered 9th grade in the 2022-23 school year or later, shall 
be eligible for the exemption and award described in subdivision (a) if their individualized education 
program provides for all of the following: 

(1) The pupil’s individualized education program team has deemed the student eligible to take 
the state alternate assessments (CAA)

(2) The pupil is required to complete state standards-aligned coursework to meet the statewide 
course requirements specified in Section 51225.3. 

https://casetext.com/statute/california-codes/california-education-code/title-2-elementary-and-secondary-education/division-4-instruction-and-services/part-28-general-instructional-programs/chapter-2-required-courses-of-study/article-3-courses-of-study-grades-7-to-12/section-5122531-exemption-of-individuals-with-exceptional-needs-for-graduation
https://www.cde.ca.gov/search/searchresults.asp?cx=001779225245372747843:gpfwm5rhxiw&output=xml_no_dtd&filter=1&num=20&start=0&q=CAA%20eligibility%20criteria
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/gs/hs/hsgrmin.asp


51225.31 July Revision

1. This pathway is only provided to students with exceptional needs who 
satisfies qualifying criteria.

2. The students are eligible to take the California Alternative Assessment 
(CAA) that is aligned with alternate achievement standards in grade 11.

3. The student must complete state standards aligned courses to meet 
statewide coursework requirements.

4. The awarding of this diploma does not change the LEA’s mandate to 
provide a free and appropriate education or indicate a change in 
placement. 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/lr/om082523.asp


51225.31 (c) 
The pupil’s individualized education program team determines  whether the pupil 
may be eligible to graduate with a diploma pursuant to the exemption described in 
this section. 

(d) An individual with exceptional needs who meets the criteria for an alternative 
diploma-pathway pursuant to this section shall be eligible to participate in any 
graduation ceremony and any school activity related to graduation with their 
grade-level peers with and without disabilities. Participation in graduation activities 
shall not be construed as termination of the provision of free appropriate public 
education consistent with Section 300.102(a)(3)(ii) of Title 34 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations

***It remains to be seen what happens to the Certificate of Completion. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

https://casetext.com/statute/california-codes/california-education-code/title-2-elementary-and-secondary-education/division-4-instruction-and-services/part-28-general-instructional-programs/chapter-2-required-courses-of-study/article-3-courses-of-study-grades-7-to-12/section-5122531-exemption-of-individuals-with-exceptional-needs-for-graduation


We are not the first…and we will not be the last.

Indiana
Louisiana
Georgia
Oklahoma
New Hampshire
Nevada
Utah
Tennessee
West Virginia

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16-b2vk9e7_x4XRcOaToOwqXvdpCgbzos/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16-b2vk9e7_x4XRcOaToOwqXvdpCgbzos/view?usp=sharing


Everything STARTS with the Development of a Transition Plan

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LnAQROJMT2wTOL8Bq7V63jXHiL-igKHS/view?usp=sharing


Making the Decision- Alternate or Traditional 
Diploma

Remember- the only thing standing between a student and an 
alternative pathway to a diploma is the alternative assessment 

eligibility.  

It is CRITICAL to get it right. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Gas1gjzmNaR6g16d1-r_B8zgDonmg4I4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Gas1gjzmNaR6g16d1-r_B8zgDonmg4I4/view?usp=sharing


Simple Enough? 

● Does the student have an IEP? 
● What is the eligibility category?
● Is it a significant disability? 

○ Conceptual domain
○ Social domain
○ Practical domain

● Does the student require extensive, direct, individualized  
instruction aligned to CCSS and substantial supports? 

○ Curriculum, instruction and assessment
○ Universal tools, designated supports and accommodations,   
○ Assistive technology

● Rule out additional concerns that the decision is based on 
such as

○ Reading level
○ Expected poor testing performance
○ Impact on the accountability system
○ Anticipated disruptive behavior or emotional distress
○ Poor attendance
○ English language learner designation
○ Need for accommodations





















Standards Aligned Instruction



State Minimum District Standards

English 30 40

Math 20 (Includes Algebra) 30 (Includes Algebra)

US History 10 10

World History 10 10

Science 20 20

Government/Econ 10 10

Physical Education 20 20

VAPA/World 
Language/CTE

10 20

Electives 60

Total 130 220



 

UNITING COMMUNITIES   |  ENGAGING MINDS  |  BUILDING FUTURES 
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ZAKV0CcPCbAt90InF3-GY1nmVy-LaQtK5un47o2Kh2Q/edit?gid=0#gid=0


IEP Goals

IEP goals are always aligned to state 
standards. 

Even though the course titles may be new, 
all students have been receiving instruction 
on goals aligned to the state standards 
prior to the new pathway being available.  

IEP goals will still be developed in the same 
way as before: 
● Start with the present levels
● Identify the State Standard
● Determine the student’s goal towards 

that standard for the following year



“barriers to learning 
are not, in fact, 
inherent in the 

capacities of learners, 
but instead arise in 

learners' interactions 
with inflexible 

educational goals, 
materials, methods, 
and assessments.” 



Unit 1: Solving Linear Equations 
This unit presents the foundational skills related to solving linear 
equations, solving absolute value equations, and rewriting equations and 
formulas. Students will activate prior knowledge and help to connect 
concepts to each other. 

Sample activities will include calculating time, distance, age, earnings and 
other computational problems. Students will do this by using verbal 
models; drawing diagrams; sketching a graph or number line; writing 
equations; making a table; looking for patterns; making a list and breaking 
the problem into parts. 

Planning the Course of Study:  Algebra I Example

 



Balance Grade Level Content with Developmental 
Levels of Students
Unit 6: America’s Participation in World War II

Guiding Questions: 
● How and why did the American people mobilize for and win the war? 
● What was the impact of the war on the issue of equality? 
● What connections can be made between this time period and other time periods, including the 

present day?

Content Standards Suggested Practice

11.7 Students analyze 
America’s participation in 
World War II.

● Demonstrate understanding of the roles and sacrifices of 
members of the American Armed Forces. 

● Demonstrate understanding the experiences and sacrifices 
(voluntary and involuntary) of Americans on the homefront. 



Hands-On Learning is Essential 

Unit 2 Title

Photosynthesis and Respiration

Unit 2 Description

Students will learn about the interconnected processes of nutrient and energy cycling, 
photosynthesis and cellular respiration, then apply that knowledge to gaining an 
understanding of how living things acquire energy and matter for life. 
Sample activities may include:

● Digital or physical representations of photosynthesis occurring
● Experiments that vary the levels of water, light or other nutrients to a plant
● Observation of plants under microscopes



What about diplomas and report cards? 

Are 
accommodatio
ns reflected on 
a report card? 

NO An accommodation is a change in the course, standard, test preparation, 
location, timing, scheduling, expectation, student response, or other 
attributes that provides access for a student with a disability to participate in 
a course, standard or test, and it does not fundamentally alter or lower the 
standard or expectation of the course, standard or test.

Are 
modifications 
reflected on a 
report card? 

Yes A modification is a change in the course, standard, test preparation, 
location, timing, scheduling, expectation, student response, or other 
attribute that provides access for a student with a disability to participate in 
a course, standard or test, and it does fundamentally alter or lower the 
standard or expectation of the course, standard or test.

Are 
modifications 
reflected on a 
transcript? 

Yes The transcript may not identify that the student has a disability but it may 
identify that the student participated on modified coursework. 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/sr/promoretntn.asp




Transition Meetings:  8th Grade Students

● All 8th grade students will have a Transition Planning 
Meeting (March-May)
○ Develop a Transition Plan
○ Meet with the High School Team
○ Determine the eligibility for Alternative Pathway to a 

Diploma
○ Determine your child’s pathway: Diploma, Alternate 

Diploma or Certificate of Completion (*ongoing)

 
 
 
 

 

 



Questions?

 Reminders:
● FJUHSD Open Enrollment 
● FJUHSD Open Houses at all High School sites

 
 
 

 

 

https://www.fjuhsd.org/Page/917
https://www.fjuhsd.org/Page/917

