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Barriers to Education

Establishing residency
School records
Immunizations
Legal Guardianship requirements
Potential fees/fines







Enrollment Requirements
Awareness of 

Educational Rights 

Awareness of Educational Rights for
unaccompanied youth (not in the physical
custody of parent or guardian)

Absent parent/guardian
Need for employment
Credit/partial credit accrual policies 
Authority involvement
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FAMILY WORRIED ABOUT BASIC SURVIVAL NEEDS  

institute for Children, Poverty & Homelessness ICPH USA

LACK OF TRANSPORTATION

INABILITY TO DO HOMEWORK DUE TO LACK OF A STUDY AREA

LACK OF CLOTHING AND SUPPLIES 

POOR HEALTH AND MEDICAL CARE



Less than one out of four youths graduate from high school! 2

1 “America’s Youngest Outcasts” , www.homelesschildrenamerica.org; 2009
2  The National Center on Family Homelessness, The Cost of Homelessness, December 2012

IMPACT ON EDUCATIONIMPACT ON EDUCATION

42% of children experiencing homelessness are under age six

Have three times the rate of emotional and/or behavioral problems than their peers

Twice as likely to repeat a grade, be expelled or suspended 1

With each change in schools, is set back academically by average of  four to six months

87% increased likelihood of dropping out of school



Authorized under Title VII-B McKinney-Vento Homeless
Assistance Act from 1987 and reauthorized in December 2015
by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)

THE MCKINEY-VENTO ACT
EDUCATIONAL LAW

PRESCHOOL - 12TH GRADE

All homeless school-aged 
children are entitled to the 
same free  and appropriate 

public education that is
 provided to non-homeless

 students

All schools are required to remove barriers
 to the enrollment, 

attendance, 
and academic success 
of homeless students

Immediate and equal
access to 

preschool - 12th grade 
public education

Qualify for academic
support: school
supplies, food
programs and
transportation

Every district nationwide
must have a Liaison to

 identify and serve students



Definition of homelessness

The McKinney-Vento Act defines a "Homeless" student as one between 0 - 22 years of age, who lacks a
FIXED, REGULAR, AND ADEQUATE nighttime residence, and might include: 

Temporarily doubled up: sharing housing due to economic hardship or lose of housing 

Motels/Hotels 
Shelters: Emergency or transitional 

Unsheltered: Cars, bus or train stations, parks, camp grounds, beach, abandoned buildings,
substandard housing, public placed not designed for humans to live, abandoned, runaway or
pushed-out youth 

“an individual who has a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not
designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings.”

 The Housing and Urban Development (HUD) definition



 Elementary and Secondary Education (ED)
- Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 

(ED) 
- Higher Education Act (ED)

- Head Start Act (HHS)
- Child Nutrition Act (USDA)

- Violence Against Women Act (DOJ)

- Homeless Assistance Programs (HUD)
- Emergency Food and Shelter (Homeland 

Security)
- Department of Veterans Affairs (all programs)

- Department of Labor (all programs)

Education HUD
Section 103 of Subtitle I of the 

McKinney-Vento Act
Section 725 of Subtitle VII-B of the 

McKinney-Vento Act

“an individual who has a primary nighttime 
residence that is a public or private place not 
designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular 
sleeping accommodation for human beings.”

(ii) children and youths who have a primary nighttime residence that is
a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular
sleeping accommodation for human  beings (within the meaning of
section 
103(a)(2)(C)); (iii) children and youths who are living in cars, parks,
public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train
stations, or 
similar settings”



Understanding "Doubled-Up" Families 

Nationally 75% students are doubled up 
Orange County 89% students are doubled up

Increased evictions = increase in doubled up

*at-risk families* homeless prevention*diversion families* 

“…individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and 
adequate nighttime residence (within the meaning 

of section 103(a)(1)); and
(B) includes —

(i) children and youths who are sharing the 
housing of other persons due to loss of housing, 

economic hardship, or a similar reason;



Educational Rights 
Identification Process- Housing Questionnaire 

School/homeless liaison

Immediate enrollment in school

Immediate enrollment in all school 
meals programs

School/district origin rights

May enroll without transcripts, proof of
residency, immunizations records



Educational Rights 

Unaccompanied youth age 14 and over have the right to access/consent to disclose their school
records and extends these rights to all caregivers




School Supplies required by school

School activity fee waivers 

Transportation assistance to from school

Partial or full credit giving from work completed 

Dispute resolution process

Eligible for Cal Fresh through the county welfare agency - 
no minimum age requirement 



Educational Rights: 

Attending School Two Options

Under the law, a homeless student is eligible to:

1)Continue at the School of Origin- the school attended
when permanently housed or school in which they were last
enrolled for the duration of homelessness 

OR

2)Enroll in any public school that students living in the
same attendance area are eligible to attend- School of
Residence 



Identification: 

Required housing Questionnaire

Under the law, a homeless district liaison contact information should
be posted and shared.

Effective October 2021, California law requires
school districts, county offices of education and
charter schools to administer an annual housing
questionnaire and report the results every year
to the California Department of Education. 

AB27



BUILDING SYSTEMS OF SUPPORTBUILDING SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT  



create systems of support
SCHOOL HOMELESS LIAISONS 
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Outreach, educate, train staff/families 

Disseminate/Post MV Educational Rights materials 

Coordinate Back to School Drives 

Provide school supplies, technology supports 

Referrals to health care, dental, mental health, substance abuse, housing, and other services

Referrals to Coordinated Entry System

Coordination & Collaboration
MV LIAISON & COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS 

Local liaisons are authorized to affirm students meet the Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) definition of homelessness, to qualify them for HUD homeless assistance programs



COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS 
Coordination & Collaboration

Orange County Expanded Learning Programs- 
ASES, 21st CCLC, ASSET’s Public afterschool programs located at school sites
All programs operate immediately after school, Mon- Fri. until 6:00 p.m.

Priority Enrollment

Children’s Home Society Resource, Referral, Subsidized Child 714-543-2273 

9 Charter Schools 
171 Elementary ASES/21st CCLC Sites

41 Middle Schools  Sites
13 High School ASSETs TEEN Sites 




Orange County Head Start  714 241-8920 

School on Wheels Inc. Free one–to-one tutoring 
for students in motels, shelters & unsheltered 323-273-9609

https://www.chs-ca.org/
http://www.ochsinc.org/
http://www.ochsinc.org/
http://www.ochsinc.org/
http://www.ochsinc.org/


Transportation Assistance- 
New OCTA Youth Ride Free

Program 



Priority 
Preschool & 

After School Programs



SCHOOL SUPPORT SERVICESSCHOOL SUPPORT SERVICES

Free & Reduced
Lunch/Meal

Tutoring
Counseling

Referrals to Medical
Behavioral Wellness

Services



https://www.octa.net/
https://www.octa.net/
https://www.octa.net/
https://www.octa.net/
http://www.octa.net/pdf/YouthRideFree_FactSheet_2021.pdf


SCHOOL SUPPORT SERVICESSCHOOL SUPPORT SERVICES

Back packs, school
supplies

School clothing
required by school

Technology devices, WIFI
support

Participation in Sports
(incl. residency
requirements)




Assistance with
Student Financial Aid

Assistance with
school fees 





What You Need to know



For Community Partners Working with Students and Families Experiencing Homelessness...

HOPES Collaborative Services: 

Outreach, education, technical assistance and
support for community partners, families, and
schools with children and youth experiencing
homelessness. 

MV e-training for community partners
Fostering school and community
partnerships
Connecting with school liaisons and
educational resources 
Educational rights brochures 
Educational rights folders 
Educational rights posters 
Educational materials for school-age
children: 

backpacks 
school supplies 
hygiene kits 
student OCTA bus vouchers

Understanding MV homeless educational law
Accessing MV programs
Resources and services 
Building strong school/community
relationships
Networking with colleagues

Available Resources:

Highlights 

https://ocde.us/EducationalServices/LearningSupports/MV/Documents/MV%20Brochure.pdf
https://ocde.us/EducationalServices/LearningSupports/MV/Pages/trainingvideo-community-partners.aspx
https://ocde.us/EducationalServices/LearningSupports/MV/Documents/English.pdf




For more information on MV Homeless Education, 

visit Orange County Department of Education’s (OCDE) Homeless Outreach to Promote
Educational Success (HOPES) website












https://ocde.us/EducationalServices/LearningSupports/MV/Pages/For-Community.aspx

For more information please email: homelessed@ocde.us

 OCDE News http://newsroom.ocde.us/





ORANGE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
HOPES COLLABORATIVE




  California Department of Education
 Homeless Education Coordinated Student Support  1 866-856-8214

California Department of Education, EHCY Website
CDE Listing of Homeless Liaisons for Other Counties

National Center for Homeless Education 
  NCHE Help Line 1-800-308-2145 https://nche.ed.gov/

mailto:homelessed@ocde.us
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