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Introducing 



CalMHSA  

 
California County 

Superintendents Educational 

Services Association 

 Orange County Dept. of 

Education (region lead) 

 San Diego County  

Office of Education 

 Imperial County  

Office of Education 

CCSESA Region 9 



Why Middle School Climate Survey? 

 Need instrument designed for middle school 

to track trajectory of student change  

 Need for a school-wide snapshot to advocate 

for prevention & early identification of 

student mental health issues, school staff 

education, & planning, monitoring & outcome 

evaluation 

 Practical to administer  

 Quickly processed and easily-accessible data 

reports online 



School Climate is defined as… 

The quality and character of school life. 

School climate is based on patterns of 

people’s experiences of school life and 

reflects norms, goals, values, interpersonal 

relationships, teaching, learning, leadership 

practices, and organizations structures. 
National School Climate Council, 2007 



School Climate Impacts Students  

 Motivation to Learn 

 Academic 

achievement 

 Feelings of Safety 

 Absenteeism 

 Group cohesion 

 

 Victimization & 

Delinquency 

 Mutual trust  

 Feelings of 

connectedness & 

attachment to school 

 Psychological and 

behavioral health 

 



Middle School Student 

& Emotional Health 

 Middle school is a critical context for  
adolescent development 

 

 Early onset of mental health issues 
 

 School climate accounts for some challenges to 
students’ adaptive capacities and the shaping of 
their social-emotional development 

 

 Students’ declining perceptions about their school 
associated with psychological and  
behavioral adjustments 

 



The Survey System    

 Comparison of student and school staff 

perspectives 

 Based on research literature 

 Immediate data for decision making 

 Unique features: 

All online with immediate reporting 

School snapshot of emotional health 

Cyberbullying domain 

Adult-to-adult relationship domain  

 





Ask your students what they feel 

and how they think about school.               

What are your clients saying? 



Survey Screenshot 



The Online School Climate                                 
 Survey System - Reporting  



Sample  

Reports  



Sample  

Reports  
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Sample Reports  
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Sample Reports  



SOME RESULTS FROM 

PILOT STUDY WITH 

ORANGE COUNTY 

SCHOOLS 









Interested in getting more 

information? Contact  

 
Sharon Bi, M.A.  sbi@ocde.us 

 

Lucy Vezzuto, Ph.D. lvezzuto@ocde.us 

 

 

mailto:sbi@ocde.us
mailto:lvezzuto@ocde.us

