
4th to Middle School Traveling Scientist Recommended Lessons

Education and the Environment 
Intiative Unit/Lesson

NGSS 
Standards 
Supported

History & 
Social 

Science 
Standards

What's For 
Lunch

Drip 
Drop

Rockin' 
Geology

Rethink 
Resources/ 

Project Zero 
Waste Service 

Learning

Rainforest
Body of 
Knowledge

Living Things in Changing 
Environments 

3-LS4-3, 
3-LS4-4, 
4-ESS3-1

X X

Plants: The Ultimate Energy 
Resources

5-LS2-1, 
5-PS3-1

X

The Flow of Energy Through 
Ecosystems

4-LS1-1, 
5-ESS3-1, 
5-LS2-1

X

Life and Death with Decomposers
3–5-ETS1-2, 
5-ESS3-1, 
5-LS2-1

X X

Earth's Water
3–5-ETS1-2, 
5-ESS2-2, 
5-ESS3-1

X

Changing States: Water, Natural 
Systems and Human Communities

5-PS1-1, 
5-PS1-4, 
MS-ESS2-4

X

Precipitation, People, and the 
Natural World

5-ESS2-1, 
5-ESS2-2, 
MS-ESS3-4, 
MS-LS2-1

X

Our Water: Sources and Uses
5-ESS3-1, 
MS-ESS2-4

X

Energy: Pass it on!

MS-LS2-1, 
MS-LS2-3, 
MS-ESS3-3, 
MS-ESS3-4

X X

Playing the Same Role
MS-LS2-2, 
MS-LS2-3

X

Energy: It's Not All the Same to 
You!

MS-PS1-4, 
MS-PS3-5, 
MS-ESS3-3, 
MS-ESS3-4, 
MS-ESS3-5, 
MS-ETS1-1

X

Energy and Material Resources: 
Renewable or Not?

MS-LS2-4, 
MS-LS2-5, 
MS-ESS3-1, 
MS-ESS3-4

X X

Made from Earth: How Natural 
Resources Become Things We Use

MS-LS2-4, 
MS-PS1-3, 
HS-ESS3-4, 
MS-ETS1-1

X

Inside the Outdoors Recommended EEI Lessons
for Pre and/or Post-Trip Activities

www.insidetheoutdoors.org


